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Courteous Reader, 


788855 HE Late unhappy Diviſions among 
zar the Diſſenting Miniſters, occaſion'd 
> by the ill Conduct of ſeveral who 
225 refus'd to ſubſcribe to the Decla- 

ration of the Bleſſed Trinity, and 
that at ſuch a Time when the Churches of 


Chriſt were beyond Meaſure perplex'd with 


7 —5 
It 
3 

T'F 


the Anti trinitarian Notion ; this making ſo 


great a Noiſe in the World that many Pam- 
phlets were thereupon Printed on both Sides, 
ſeveral of which I carefully read, and finding 
upon the whole the Non. ſubſcribiug Party ſo 
very indefatigable to pave a Way for the Arian 
Hereſie (which they dreſs'd up and diſguis'd 
with the plauſible Appearances of Truth, 
and by the vileſt Prevarications labour'd to 
decelve and impoſe upon the Ignorant and 
Credulous) this being as I perceiv'd their per- 


drew my Pen in the Behalf, of my robb'd (yet 
glorious) Redeemer. 


World under this Title, Plain Dealing, or a 
Friendly Reproof to the Reverend Mr. Wile 


1 Buſh and Mr. David Jennings, both Diſ- 
A 2 ſenting 


nicious Deſigu, it ſo mov'd my Zeal, that I 


The Performance I ſent forth into the 
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ſenting Miniflers near Wapping, for refuſing | 
to ſubſcribe the Declaration for the ever bleſſed 
Tinity, &c. and tho' I particularly addreſs'd 
my ſelf to theſe Two Gentlemen, yet (as I 
have already ſhewn the World) there are 


many more who have involv'd themſelves in 


the ſame Guilt, for by their Rhetorical 
florid Speeches, and Sophiſtical Quibbles they 
have ſo fill'd the World with ſuch Contro- 
verſies, ſuch damnable and impious Doctrines 
and Hereſies (tho* mingled with ſome Truths, 
the better to countenance their Errrors) that it 
even fills many with Scruples about the Prin- 
ciples of Religion, that they begin to queition 
where, and among whom they may expect 
Salvation. 

In that Piece I treated *em with all the 
good Manners of a Chriſtian and a Gentle- 
man, I ſpoke nothing of their Characters but 
what was honourable; for I look upon it 
to be a moſt execrable Practice, and what 
ought to be exploded by all good Men 
when any ſhall digreſs from the Argument 
in hand to Perſonal Reflections, odious Sar- 
caſms conjur'd up on purpoſe to blacken the 
Character of an Opponent: But tho* ] durſt 


not have Recourſe ro Scandal nor make uſe Þ# 


of Villainous Innuends's, yet I thought it my 
Duty to detect and expoſe the artful and 

dangerous Sophiſtry of theſe unhappy Gentle- 
men, not only to expel the Poiſon which ſome 
have already imbib'd, but by way of Antidote 
to prevent the Infection of others, What J 
Wo wrote 
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rote was with hearty good Will and Sincerity 
4 Wo Intention, tho* 1 muſt own with a Capa- 
d Wity much below the Merit of the Cauſe, 

[ I do aſſure you, that I had no Perſonal 
re WOwarrel with either of theſe Two, nor do I 
in Mo much as know their Faces if I ſee 'em. 
al ut theſe being the only Perſons round about 

s that had refus'd to ſubſcribe the Declara- 
o- ion for the Trinity, and finding this Conta- 
es ion began to ſpread it ſelt among us, I look'd 
Ss, pon my ſelf oblig'd to warn my People of 


heir Danger, which is ever the greater when 
Men from among our own ſelves ſhall - be 
Wuilty of broaching ſuch falſe and Heretical 
Doctrines, and that perhaps only from an 
Itch of being ſingular and popular, And 
hereas I am refle&ed upon for not ſubſcri- 
bing my Name to the aforeſaid Pampbler, it 
Was for theſe Reaſons that I did it not. 
* Firſt, To avoid the Perſecution of Reproach 
end Slander ; which I thought I might law- 
Fully do, ſince the Diſpute was not about 
Perſonal Immoralities, but general Principles, 
nd which by themſelves were to the World 
ade ſo very notorious, | 
My Second Reaſon was, that the Truth it 
EV might not ſuffer from the Meanneſs or 
ontempt of the Author, as ſometimes it 
oth where People are prejudic'd by the ma- 
Wcious Tongues of fome Eccleſiaſticks, of 
Fhich I am of late made too ſenſible. The 
Piste to the Hebrews, is generally thought 
F to 
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to be the Apoſtle Paul's, and yet it is without 
a Name, which was not becauſe he wrote 
any Thing unwarrantable therein ; but (as 
tis believ'd) becauſe he was made ſenſible 
that his Perſon and Name was hated at Feru- 
ſalem, and that he was grown into Contempt 
among the Enemies of the Goſpel, and there. 
fore leſt any ſhould be prejudic'd againſt the 
Truth, he gives Place, and wou'd not excite 
their Rage by adding his Name, being wil. 
ling they ſhould entertain the Truth for its 
own Sake, which otherwiſe might ſuffer for 
his. - 

For theſe Reaſons I forbore to add my 
Name; but notwithſtanding all this, I have 
not been able to eſcape the Perſecution of the 
Tongue, for old Stories have been trumpt up, 
and very induſtriouſly improv'd by adding 
thereto my Family Difference, and the ſcan- 
dalous Accounts of ſome perjur'd Teſtators; 
and the Emiſſaries employ'd have ſpread 'em 
with the greateſt Aggravations ; Some have 
gone from Houſe to Houſe, and by their 
black Art have prejudic'd many in theſe 
Parts againſt me. Others have been encou- 
rag'd with the greateſt Scurrility to inſult me 
in the open Streets, and upon the Publication 
of the foreſaid Pamphlet my Meeting-Houſe 
was padlock'd up, and upon taking Pol- 
ſeſſion, there were two or three impudent 
Fellows got into the Pulpit, and there 
drank à Health to the Father, Son, and Hol 

Ghoft 
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Ghoſt (a), and all this (as it ſeems) in Oppoſi- 
tion to the Doctrine of the Trinity that I had 
ſo lately appear'd for, tho' who were the Pro- 
moters of that impious Action, I durſt not ſay. 
It is evident to a Demonſtration, that the 
Populace are ſufficiently furniſh'd with Slan- 
der, and that by the vile Infinuations of ſome 
prevaricating Sycophants ; tho* did but Men' 
generally underſtand how to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween Reports and Certainties, this Stratagem 
wou'd be as unſucceſsful as it is diſingenuous ; 
but for Want of this the poor Drudges their 
Creatures, in order to render me odious, have 
in the ſpreading the moſt palpable and no- 
torious Lyes and Calumnies, ſhew'd ſuch 
Fury and malicious Bitterneſs as cou'd only 
be the Reſult of Men void of all Shame, 
Religion, or Common Humanity. Thus have 
J heard the defaming of many, Fear on every 
fide ;, Report, ſay they, and we will report it: 
All my Familiars watched for my halting, ſay- 
ing, Peradventure he will be enticed, and we 
ſhall prevail againſt him, and we ſhall take our 
Revenge on him (b ). 
This was the Expedient the Pagans us'd 
againſt the Chriſtians in Primitive Times, 


— 


2 — cw 


(a) This Story I find was e, ſome Months ago in a late 
Paper cal d The Medley, by one Francis Clifton, 4, Pro- 
750 Papi# in the Old-Bailey, Numb. VI. and that with ſuch 
Aggravation and Refieftiaus that I think not fit at this Time to 
make ment ion of. 

(5) Fer, xx. 10. „ , 


firſt 
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firſt to dreſs em up like Monſters in the 
Skins of Beaſts, and then by Dogs worry 
em to Death: And the ſanie Methods are till 
us'd by Men of Heretical Principles, tho much 


more refin'd and improv'd, and Religion hath 


ſuffer'd infinitely more, fince this ar! 
ini- 


has been us'd by one Profeſſor and 
ſter againſt another, ſo that there is too much 
reaſon to fear that ſuch have nothing more 
at Heart than the Advantage of their own 


Cauſe. 


Now the Principles which engage Men 


upon ſuch ill Arts and ſcandalous Practices 
as theſe are, we ſhall find to be as follow. 

1. The Pride of ſome Eccleſiaſticts who 
love to ſhine alone, and therefore like Artiſts, 
they endeavour to extract a Good Name out 
of the Ruin of another. This 1s to be MAD 
indeed, © and there is no Difference between 
the proud Man and the Mad Man unlefs it 


© be in this, we pity him that's mad, we 


« hate him that's proud, and ſo doth God 
too (4). Pride is a moſt prolifick Vice, and 


(as one faith) there are very few Sins to which 


it is not either Mother or Nurſe, And of 
this the Church in all Ages, hath had many 
coſtly Experiments; for if we trace the Ca- 
talogues of all the Hereſies from Simon Ma- 

s Days down to this preſent Lime, we 
{hall find Pride a principal Actor in every 


* 


— 


| (s) Parr on the Romans. 
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Scene, With theſe there is nothing ſo ſacred 
but upon Occaſion, they cn proſtitute to their 
Luſts z therefore when Diotrepbes ſeeks the 
Preheminence, he can prate againſt an Apo- 
ſtle himſelf (2); and even the Divinity of 
Chriſt ſhall be trampled upon when Arivs 
wants a Footſtool to climb up ro his affected 
Greatneſs, No Wonder then, if we hear the 
proud Phariſee ſay, I am not as this Publi- 
can, | 
2, Self-Intereſt, This is the Great Tudo! 
to which the World bows, and gives not only 
the Knee, but the Heart alſo ; and if we ob- 
ſerve, we ſhall find that it hath a conſidera- 
ble Influence, not only in Secular, but Re- 
ligious Affairs. In the Old Teſtament Time 
we find, that there were mercenary Prophets 
that turn'd their Office into a Trade, they 
* Divin'd for Money, nay, ſometimes for 
* Handfuls of Barley and Pieces of Bread; and 
in the New we find the ſame Charge 
brought in, by way of Prediction agunit a 
Set of Teachers, who thro' Coveronſneſs 
* ſhould with feigned Words make Merchan- 
* dize of you (%; who are thoſe? the Apo- 
{tle tells you, who privily ſhall bring in dam- 
nable Hereſies, even denying the Lord that 
bought them. An Epidemick Diſcale! and 
what, I fear, will hardly be eradicared out 
of the Church, If therefore any durſt be ſo 


— 


(a) 3 John ix. 10. (5) 2 Pet. ii. 1, 2, 3. 


bold 


10 Party Revenge, 
bold as to touch upon this tender Part, he is 
ſure to fall under the keeneſt Reſentments, 
and that without Quarter. | 

When Faul began to diſcover the Wheedle 
at Epheſus, he had ſoon the whole Town a- 
bout his Ears, for Demetrius and his Crafts- 
men were too ſenſible that if the Apoſtle and 
bis Doctrine met with Acceptance there, their 
Intereſt was entirely gone, and therefore that 
cunning Sophiſter makes a very ſubtil Ora- 
tion in the Behalf of the Goddeſs Diane : 
O Great is the Goddeſs Diana! But not one 
Word of his own Gain then ; which indeed 
was the Source and Spring of all that Noiſe 
and Uproar. O! wou'd to God that this 
Way of Traffick were at an End, that our 
* Syiritual Merchants might no longer impoſe 
upon their credulous Chapmen; for while 
Religion is thus preſtituted to a baſe Luſt, 
we can never hope for Peace in this our 
Iſrael. And, 

3. Deſire of Revenge. This is ſuch a Di- 
ſeaſe that will certainly break out and ſhew 
it {elf, and that after a moſt formidable 
Manner. When Men are in Heat and Paſ- 
ſion, they do not conſider what is true, but 
« what is ſpiteful and miſchievous; and ſpeak 
evil of others in Revenge of ſome Injury 
* which they have received from them : And 
* when they are blinded with their Paſſion, 
* they Jay about them madly, and at a Ven- 
ture, not ſo much caring whether the Evil 


they ſpeik be true or not, Nay, many 7 
c 
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© ſo Deviliſh as to invent and raiſe falſe Re- 
ports on purpoſe to blaſt Men's Reputations; 
* this is a Diabolical Temper, and therefore 
© St. Fames tells us, that the ſlanderous Tongue 
6 is ſet on Fire of Hell, And the Devil hath 
© his very Name from Calumny and ſalſe Ac- 
© cuſation, and it is his Nature too, ſor he is 
« always ready to ftir up and foment this evil 
Spirit among em (a), | 

Some Men think their own Security de- 
pends on their revenging themſelves upon 
the Names and Fſtates of their Neighbours, 


and by driving em out from the Heritage of 


the Lord, like thoſe Falſe Brethren we read 
of, who caſt out the Godly from a Principle 
of Hatred, and that becauſe of their Loyalty 
to their God and yet theſe ſaid, Let the 
Lord be glorified (b). That muſt ne:ds be 
moſt Deviliſh when Men ſhall revenge them- 
ſelves under the Pretence of glorifying God; 
ſuch ſpeak wickedly for God, and talk deceit. 
fully for him (c). 

Hiſtorians ſay of Theniſtocles, that he al- 
ways thwarted the Counſels of Ariſtides, not 
that he thought it the Intereſt of the Common. 
wealth, but his own, to keep down the grow- 
ing Reputation of his Competitor, or per- 
haps to revenge ſome private Grudge. And 
(faith one) I fear that envious Artitice has 
been too often made uſe of, as well in Eccl-- 


— — — . 


* 


(a) — Tillorſon, on Evil Speaking, 
() Ifa. Ixvi. 5. 
(c) 4 X11. 7 
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fraſlick as in Civil Affairs. Piques and Dil- 


pleaſures are hardly, if ever forgiven; and 
therefore a malicious Mind is in continual 
Vexarion while the Proſperity of his Ad- 
verſary laſts. And what elſe ſhall I call it, 
when Men, yea Miniſters ſhall furniſh their 
People with Reports, and then give Encou- 
ragement to ſpread 'em, and that againſt a 
Jian that hath given no other Provocations 
than being a little too cloſe in the Vindica- 
tion of His Tnjurd Lord. Is not this Re- 
venge: O my Soul, come not thou into their 
Secret, unty their Aſſembly, mine Honour, be 
„ thou united; for in their Anger they ſlew 
a Man, and in their Self«wil! they digged down 
a Wall (a), 

Theſe are the ſtrong Springs which fills 
the Tongue with ſo much Malignity, and by 
which *tis kept in continual Motion. Bur 
how (faith one) can it but move, or how 
cin 1t regularly move that is impelled by 
ſuch various and vicious Principles (5). 
All rhe ill Flumours are gathered to it, and 
© therefore the Tongue is full of deadly Poy- 
* jon (c). And the more poyſonous, deadly 
aud Devilih, when CLOAK'D with the 
greateſt Pretenſions to Religion, and that per- 
hips with a Deſigu to expoſe a Man to Con- 


tempt and Ruin of which I am ſufficiently 
ſenlible. 


— — — — — 
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(a) Gen. Xlix. 6. 


(b) Welt upon the Government of the Tonguc. 
(c) James iii. 8. 
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Party Revenge, 13 
Certainly, it muſt be unjuſt and ungenerous 
for any, but more eſpecially for Miniſters to 
revive and keep alive former Reports, not only 
to the Scandal of Religion in general, bur to 
the great Grief of him that's wounded. For 
ſuppoſing me to be what I am by fome Men 
repreſented, am I not then an Object of Pity, 
and do I not deſerve the Prayers of good Men, 
and not ſuch unmerciful Stripes, which rather 
threaten Ruin and Deſtruction than my Reſto- 
ration? Surely a more tender Hand is requir'd 
to ſet a Disjoynted Member into Place again. 
Beſides, ſuch bitter Expreſſions (which are 
not only the Reſult of 1 Manners, but III 
Religion,) have moſt diſmal Conſequences 
attending em, it being the moſt effectual way 
to Shock, if not overthrow the Faith of many. 
How like 2 Dagger to the Soul of a good 
Man muſt it be, when he ſhall hear upon theſe 
Black Repreſentations ſome weak and unſettled 
Profeſſors begin to call Religion it ſelf into 
Queſtion ? It ſurely argues too great a Di- 
{temper of Mind, or there wou'd be more re- 
gard to the Glory of God, the Honour of Re- 
ligion, and the Good of thoſe many poor 
Souls that by this means are like to be turn'd 
up by the Root. And I had verily thought, 
with Submiſſion to better Judgments, that in 
our dezling*with an Offender, (for ſome Men 
J perceive are never to be other wiſe,) theſe 

Rules were'always to be obſerv'd. 
Firſt, That the Party be duly admoniſh'd, 
and that in ſuch a manner that he may be _ 

vinc? 
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vinc'd that it is not with a Deſign to diſgrace 
nor inſult him, but purely for his Spiritual 
Good and Advantage. | : 

Secondly, In caſe the Admonifh'd be refra- 
ctory, then, that the Report be made to Perſons 
of Diſcretion, ſuch as are moſt likely to redreſs 
the Fault, and not to every Body, left the 
Cauſe of Chriſt ſuffer more by the Reporter 
than the Offender. ; 

Thirdly, That nothing but the Amendment 
of the Offender be intended, Not his Ruin, or 
to carry on a baſe Deſign ; No, but his Re. 
ſtoration and Salvation. ——— And 

Fourthly, That we mourn before God, and 
pray for his Converſion. I wiſh in theſe things 
we had not fail'd, and I ſhould have been 
thankful to any Gentleman for his Admoniti- 
ons, Prayers and Tears, but inſtead of this, I 
have been us'd as tho' I were not of Human 
Race, however the Lord hath turn'd it to my 
Good, tho* no thanks to ſome for their Con- 
duct: For their Blows have not only been 
hard and heavy, but repeated with that Rage 
and Fury, that my Life became a conſtant 
Scene of Sorrows, I looked on my right Hand, 
and beheld, but there was no man that would 
know me ;, Refuge failed me, no man cared for 
ny Soul (a), then I ſaid I am cut off (b) i. e. 
utterly undone. But God made ule of their 
opprobious Reproaches and contumelious Diſ- 
graces to bring about his own Gracious Pur- 


2 — — —— 


poſe, 


(a) Pfal. 142. 4. () Lam. iii. 54. 
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Party Revenge, 15 
poſe, to wit, to the Salvation of a poor Sin- 
ner. By theſe Things the Lord brought me 
to my Knees, and made me kiſs the Rod, 
and ſay, Good is the Lord, which I once as 
little expected, as mine Enemies ever intend- 
ed. They thought Evil againſt me, but God 
meant it to my Good (a). They miſsd the 
Mark, but God hath hit it, for they aim'd 
at my Perſon, God at my Sin, and I truſt 
that That Grace that hath been at ſo much 
Pains to do ſo poor and mean a Creature ſo 
much Good, will carry on his Work unto 
the Day of the Lord. 

If therefore I have been formerly ſo un- 
happy as to Sin againſt my GOD, He 
hath to the Praiſe of his Glorious Grace 


open'd my Eyes on this Side the Place of 


deſerv'd Eternal Torments 3 he hath ama- 
zingly awaken'd and forely humbled me, and 
I truſt hath alſo given me Repentance; he 
hath made me know my ſelf that never did 
before, and that I am a poor Worm, that daily 
ſtand in need of the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt to 
cover my fouleſt Spots, *Tis I truft in this 
Righteouſneſs that I ſtand juſtified and par- 
don'd before God, tho' I know that I ſhall 
meet with none among ſome Men. 

And I do alſo further declare, as in the 
Preſence of God, and that to his Glory, and 
(if it may be) to the Satisfaction of the 


W— 


(a) Gen, I. 20. 


Saints, - 
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16 Party Revenge 
Saints, that I am by Grace kept from the 
Commiſſion of any groſs or ſcandalous Evils 


whatever, and that I wou'd, (being there- 


unto diſpos'd by Divine Grace, ) rather chooſe 
to be as miſerable in this Life as my Enemies 
cou'd wiſh me, than to be given up by God 
to the Commiſſion of any one Sin, for I look 
upon it to be the ſoreſt Judgment that can be- 
fall a Man on this Side Hell, to be given up to 
the Luſt of his own Heart. 

And farther give me leave, to ſay, that I 
have now Preach'd near theſe ten Tears to 
this People, among whom ] live, and who is 
he that can ſay that I ever haunted Ale- Houſes 
or Taverns, or once play'd at any Game, or 
ever ſaw me in Drink or ſo much as greedy of 
it (4)? Did ever any ſee me abroad at unſeaſo- 
nable hours ( 5)? or in the Company of a Lewd 
Woman ? or hath it been my Cuſtom to be in 
the Company of any Woman by her ſelf, tho? 
never ſo ſober, either in the Streets or Fields? 
have and do refuſe it upon any Account, whe- 
ther Civil or Religious, yea tho' they have 
been Meſſengers ſent from the Sick. At whoſe 
Table have I been troubleſome ? who have I 
defrauded? or whole debt have I yet run into, 
altho' I have nothing near the Maintainance 
that the meaneit of my Brethren 1n theſe Parts 


(a) Nor was Mr. Clark ever once drunk in his whole Life. 

(b). 4 Thing eaſily diſcem'd if Miniſters are not diſguis'd in 
zhe Habit of a Layman, a Practice much ud hy ſame, for Reaſons 
beſt known to themſelves, 


have? 
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have? or whois he that in the Common Courſe 
of my Converſation (for Men can Judge no 
further) bath ever obſerv'd either by my Ge- 
ſtures, Behaviour, or Speeches, @ looſe and 
wicked Diſpoſition, or any thing unbecoming a 
Sober Perion-? I Challenge even the moſt in- 
veterate Arianin the World to prove the con- 
trary. Not that Iſpeak this by way of boaſting, 
no, but out of neceſyty, and that with fear and 
tremblivg, becauſe Iam made to know, that | 
only ſtand while I am held faſt by that mighty 
Hand, 

And yet old Stories are ſtill to be cheriſh'd, 
and kept alive, that they may, if poſſible (as 
they have gotten me underfoot) keep me from 
riſing any more; for ſome Gentlemen, like No- 
men and Cowards never give Quarter : But 
that which is ſtill more ſhocking, and what 
can hardly be born with an equal Mind, is to 
ſee theſe Men pretend to particular Accounts, 
(about which they are altogether in the dark) 
and then wickedly increaſe the Sum, of which 
I have been more than ſufficiently appriz'd, as 
will appear by this following Letter which I 
ſent to one of the Non-ſubſcribing Gentlemen 
in the Miniſtry, upon the Abuſes I receiv'd 
for my printing the fore-mention'd Pamphlet 
intitled Plain Dealing, &c. ; 


E To 


18 Party Revenge. 
s To the Reverend Mr. 


8... J R, Juh 28. 1719. 


Perceive that for my Plain Dealing, or 

Friendly Reproof, I am like to meet with 
* Wc very dae Reſponſes from you, who 
“ (as I am inform'd,) are very indefatigable 
e to rake into old Sores, and rumage every 
« (Quarter for Scandal, that you may together 
« with your own Flanders; (tho? as falſe as 
& they are malicious, ) dreſs me up, and then 
* expoſe me as a Monſter to the Populace. 
* But this 1s the old way to throw dirt when 
„ Truth is too hard for us, tho? it deſerves to 
ec be exploded as an Artifice too mean and 
& much below the Character of a Chriſtian 
« and a Miniſter. It is ſaid of the Workers 
* of Injquity, that zhey ſearch out Iniquities, 
& they accompliſh a diligent Search, and an 
ungodly man diggeth up Fvil, and in his 
« Lips there is as a burning Fire; If he can 
„ find nothing above Ground, (ſaith one) he 
« will dig ſomcthing up, tho! it be what both 
« by God and Man hath been buried long 
« ſince. This is my Caſe; But, Sir, tho' J 
© am conſcious to my ſelf of ſome Falſe Steps 
« that | have formerly taken, yet I am amaz'd, 
that you can dare thus at Random to en- 
« creaſe the Score, and that after ſo foul and 
« black a manner, the which I challenge you 
„ and the World to make good if you can. 
Give me leave therefore 40 ſay, that (what- 
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ever my Miſtakes have formerly been, and 
however magnified and expos'd by Men of 
ſelf-deſigning Principles,) I can now thro? 
Grace, (tho' with trembling) make my 
Appeal to God, as touching my Converſa- 
tion, and that | had rather be without Life 
than live without him. The Lord knows. 
the way that I take, and the Searcher of 
all Hearts, he knows that I do not live 1n 
any known Sin; and I challenge even you 
and the worſt Enemy I have in the World, 
to prove the contrary, tho* now malicioully 
revil'd and upbraided, 

« But what's all this to the Matter in hand? 
I have been PLAIN with you about your 
Principles, and you preſently charge my 
Morals ; 4 poor Subterfuge ! when inſtead 
of anſwering the Matter in debate, you 
very Un-chriſtian and Un-gentleman-like 
fall foul on my Perſon and Character, tho 
by the way, I am prone to think, that I 
ſhou'd find it no hard Task to prove, that 
An Error in Principle is worſe than an Error 
in Practice; But that's not now my Buſi- 
neſs : This I ſay, I medled not with your 
Character, but your Principles only; and I 
am very well aſſur'd that an Honourable 
Antagoniſt wou'd have obſerv'd the like 
Rules of good Manners again, But this 
way of anſwering, I perceive is too com- 
mon with Gentlemen of your Size, who 
make Slander a Piece of Eccleſiaſtical as well 


* as State policy. The old Maxim will hard- 
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< ly ever be forgotten, To calumniate ſtoutly, 
* for tat, how perfecily ſoever the Wound of 
© Reproach be heald, there will remain à 
« Scar, and tho we wipe away with never ſo 
« much Care the Dirt thrown at us, there will 
« be left ſome Sulliage behind. O Calumny ! 
& great 1s the Uſefulneſs of Calumny ! But 
« e99d Sir, have you no other Arguments to 
« filence me withal, but the murdering my 
© Repriation ] am J only to be anſwer'd with 
* ths Kind of Perſecution ? is this like a Fair 
« Adverſary, a Gentleman, a Miniſter, a Chri- 
ce ſtian, a Scholar? let the World judge. 
« What Quirter muſt I expect if ſome Gen- 
ce tlemen might but diſpute by the Goal and 
«* the Hangman ? I fear but little. It is Sto- 
« ried of 7 zberins that ſuch was his Cruelty, 
«© who becauſe it was againſt Law to put Vir- 
ce gins to Death, he would ofttimes cauſe the 
« Hangman to raviſh *em, and then to execute 
« em. This is too much the Spirit of ſome 
« Men in our Day, who becauſe they can do 
© no hurt to their Neighbours without firſt 
« offering Violencè to their Names, will not 
c fail at any rate to defile em, that they may 
« fall as an eaſy Prey into the Hands of a 
t mercileſs Enemy. Get but the Name under- 
foot, and then we ſhall do well enough 

« with the Man and the Cauſe too. 
« [t is evident to a Demonſtration, that the 
«© Noiſe and Clamour among the Laity,at this 
« Day is too much owing to the carnal Arti- 
* fices of ſome Ecclejiafticks, who to aggran- 
R cc dize 
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« dize themſelves will not ſcruple to ſet their 
4 Feet upon the Neck of a Brother's Reputa- 
« jon. This is the Source and Spring of our 
c Diſorders! have we a Man to get under 
©« foot > Then let us blacken him as much as 
e e can; let but Reports be rais'd, fomented 
te and ſpread ; whether true or falſe it matters 
ce not, ſome will ſtick ; report ſay they and we 
& will report it, Let's but be able to ſay in 
« the Preſence of an Officious Tool, we have 
« heard the Man's MA D, and that mad Re- 
« port will preſently circulate, or that we 
« have receiv'd Letters, in which we are 
„ told of ſome ill things done many Years 
„ ago, or that we are well acquainted with 
« Perſons of known Reputation, who have 
«& been more immediately concern'd with him, 
and that live upon the very Spot, theſe give 
« A very particular and black Account, Le 
&* but this be boldly aſſerted, the Affections 
„of the People will ſoon be weakned to- 
« wards him;1if we can meet with any Scoun- 
* Arel (ſo he or ſhe be but a Church-Member) 
* who hath Boldneſs enough to encounter 
him, or that can dare to make, gather, or 
« aggravate Reports till his Reputation be 
* ſunk in the Opinion of his People, we ſhah 
* ſoon break him; and if our Creatures are but 
« willing to go thro' this Drudgery, we'll 
find out ways to encourage 'em, and if their 


= © Hearts begin to fail, we know how to com- 


« fort em; this muſt be done, or we can ne- 
& ver obtain our Ends, 
637 
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„SIX, This is too much my Cafe ; J 
“ have, it ſeems, been too PL AIN in the 
* Defence of the Doctrine of the Bleſſed 
Trinity, aud therefore there muſt be a Run 
made upon my Reputation, and the Scheme 
* 1s ſo well concerted, that nothing is want- 
„ ing to make me odious, that Malice it 
* ſelf is capable of inventing. We are told, 
« that there are Anti-trinitarian Cabals, who 
„ fet upon the Reputation of all thoſe that 
* Preach up the Deity of our Glorious Sa- 
* viour, as if they were the Grand Com- 
* mittee of Characters; one of which we 
« have very near at hand in the Dwelling 
of one of your Pew-keepers, who (as ſhe 
e ſaith) hath already addreſs'd you for Pro- 
e tection, or that ſhe might be kept harmleſs. 
& Jn this Club there are of divers Perſwaſions of 
* both Sexes who ſet upon my Character. They 
are furnilh'd (as they give out) with Reports 
& from you, which they aggravate and ſpread, 
„and that ofttimes as they are in Parcels in 
& the open Street, with that Scurrility, that 
c even our Adverſaries themſelves cry Shame 
© ont. To hear em Talk, one wou'd think 
e himſelf among Fail Birds, or rather Furies 
« of the Infernal Pit, and not Men making 
& 2 Profeſſion of Religion, But who may I 
4e thank for this but your ſelf Sir, and ſome 
* others in the Miniſtry, who (tho' com- 
„ plain'd to) are not in the leaſt mov'd, or 
& concern'd for theſe Indecencies, Nay, are 


* net theſe vile Perſons rather (mil'd on, 
“ com- 
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* commended, joyn'd with and embrac'd > 
« Are You not pleas'd with the Bitterneſs 
« and Boldneſs of their daring Expreſſions 2 
„ And that becauſe they are againſt a Man 
de that talks a little too P LAIN with you 
ce about the Doctrine of the Trinity. 

« SIR, I had almoſt forgot to let you 
& know, that it is reported that you had 
« Hand in the Turning me out of my Meet 
« ing-Houſe; and I muſt needs ſay, that it 
e Jook*d very ſtrange that it ſhould be taken 
© over my Head at ſuch a Time as this, and 
ee that after raking Poſſeſſion, | there {hou'd 
4 be two or three impudent Fellows upon 
the 2d of Fuly got into the Pulpit, and 
there drank a Health to the Father, Son, 
« and Holy Ghoſt, in Oppoſition to the Do- 
« ctrine of the Trinity which J had fo lately 
< vindicated ; yet with this I charge you not, 
« but with having too great a hand in m 
& Reproaches, I am loth to make Repriſals, 
and therefore I hope there will be no fur- 
ther Provocation : But if I am {till at this 
Rate to be baited, I preſume no Man will 
blame me, if I do my ſelf Juſtice, and ac- 
„ quaint the World with the barbarous Treat. 
* ment that I have met with from ſo ungene- 
* rous an Adverſary. In the mean Time, I 
am SIR, your Friend and Servant, 


WILLIAM CLARKE. 


& B 


It is alſo too notorious, that it hath been 
the Practice of that Wiſe Man of Goatham, 
near 
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near K-. ſtreet, to divert himſelf and his 
Company by playing very often upon the ſame 
String ; bur I can hardly perſwade my ſelf, 
thzt That Reverend SPARK 1s at all appriz'd 
of my being let into the Secret between him 
and Mrs, Hannab , upon whoſe Ac- 
count he had @ Cup the leſs ;, for ſurely, if he 
were, he wou'd hardly thus provoke me, leſt: 
it ſhou'd prove ſo ſtrong an Emetick, that I 


thou'd Out with all. However, left Mr. Exa- 


miner ſhould think this Hint a meer Surmiſe, 
further declare that the foreſaid Woman was 
at my Dwelling, where the gave an Account 
of the whole IN TRIGUE, So that if 
he doth not immediately retra& and acknow- 
ledge his Fault, he muſt thank himſelf if 
any Thing more be heard of this Matter, 

And as for ſome Gentlemen of the Bottle, 
who tho' Men of a Jzberal Converſation, 
yet in their Reckonings they are ſo very 
diſagreeable, that I fear I muſt be oblig'd, 
whether I will or no, to balance the Account 
with 'em, and if I ſhou'd happen to be a lit- 
tle too open, it 1s not without Provoca- 
tion. 

Who ſees not but he that is wilfully blind, 
that Hereſie is full of Cruelty, and I was go- 
ing to ſay, that the Sting of a Scorpion is not 
more fatal, more incurable, and more veno- 
mous, than the Tongue of an inraged Arian, 
But ſuppoſe I were to write after their Co- 


PY 
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py (for I could make ſuch Repriſals as might 
cauſe the Ears of him that reads to fingle) 
and expoſe the Sins and groſs Enormities of 
ſome Gentlemen in the Miniſtry, © oz if I ſhou'd 
* rake back into the Aſhes of their unregens- 
rate State and Condition, keep 4 
for the Years and Days of their Failings, 
watch for their haltings, tell all the Stories 
I have heard of em, or, what I perſonally 
know, at this Rate we ſhould (I fear) not find 
an honeſt man in the Miniſtry. But this is 
altogether an unpleaſing Theme to me, who 
wou'd rather cover with a Mantle the Na- 
kedneſs of my Brethren, than expoſe 'em 


to the Scorn and Contempt of others. Yet 


J think it not amiſs at this Time * Order 
to correct that fond Opinion that ſome buſy 
Cenſurers have of themſelves) to ek theſs 
ſubſequent Queſt ion... 

Firſt, Whether we have not all of us the 


ſame Nature, i. e. alike defil'd, deprav' d and cor- 
rupted 2 If ſo, Who maketh thee to differ (a)? 
... Secondly, Whether this corrupt Nature, in 
thee, hath not at one Time or another diſco- 
ver'd it ſelf, or broke forth into the ſame Act 


of Sin, or ſomething as bad, if not worſe 
than that with which thou chargeſt thy Bro- 
ther? If ſo, thou art inexcuſable, O Man, 
whoſoever thou art, that Fudgeſt, for wherein 


thou Judgeſt another, thou condemneſt | thy 


(a) 1 Cor. iv. 7. 
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| ſelf, for thou chat Judgeſt, doeft the fame 

Things (a). 1 

Thirdly, But ſuppoſing thou art yet in none 
of thoſe Things guilty, with which thou 
chargeſt thy Brother, yet I again ask, whe- 
ther thou art ſure thou ſhalt never be over- 
come? or that thou art not liable to fall in- 
to the ſame Temptation the very next Hour ? 
Then be not higb- minded, but fear (b ). 

One would think theſe Things confider'd, 
were enough to filence. the moſt reſtleſs and 
inceſſant N among us. But alas, this 
is for Want of being more acquainted with 
our ſelves. Were we but more at home; 
did we but ſee more the Plague of our own 
Hearts, we ſhou'd find much more cauſe to 
judge and abhor our ſelves, and be more com- 
paſſionate to others. _ EEE 

It is ſtoried of Cardinal Cremenfis, who 
came hither as Pope Honorius the Second's 
Legate, how he upon a certain Day in Con- 
vocation exclaim'd moſt bitterly againſt the 
Marriage of Miniſters, ſhewing that ſuch were 
thereby defil'd, and ſpeaking highly in the 


Praiſe of a ſingle Life, and yet that very Night 


he was himſelf taken in the very Act of Adul. 
tery (c). 

_ © It is worth our Conſideration (faith one) 
the great Difference there is between the 
Judgment Men paſs upon themſelves, and 
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other Men. As for themſelves, all their 
« Errors, are but ſmall Miſtakes, and all their 
« Sins againſt God, however attended with 
© ugly Circumſtances of Light, of Conſent, 
6 * Will, Cuſtom and Allowance, yet they 
are but Sins of Infirmity if themſelves may 
be Judges in their own Cauſe: Their Inju- 
© ries to Men are but ſmall and trivial Offen- 
ces, and they do indeed expect both from 
God and Man a Pardon of courſe, which 
« if they have not, they judge God: to be 
harſh and ſevere, Man to be cruel and im- 
* placable 2, But when they come to paſs 
judgment upon other Men, the Tables are 
* turn'd ; ſome Miſtakes. are damnable Delu- 
* ſions, and all their Sins againſt God, which 
© they can obſerve, are Evidences of a naughty 
Heart, and inconſiſtent with Grace, and the 
* Offences of others againſt them, are inex- 
cuſable and intollerable, great Affronts and 
Indignities; whereas, on the contrary, thou 
* ſhouldſt, as it was ſaid of. a Great Man, be 
* ſevere to thy ſelf, and candid to others; be- 
* cauſe thou knoweſt more Wickedneſs by thy 
* ſelf, and more Aggravations of thine own 
* Sin, than of all the Sins that are in the 
* World, but at leaſt all the Reaſon and Ju- 
* ſtice in the World requires this, that thou 
* ſhouldeſt weigh thy ſelf and others in the 
* ſame Ballance, that thou ſhouldeſt Try thy 
* own and their Actions by the ſame Touch- 
* ſtone, and more need not be done (a). Were 
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but theſe Rules obferv'd, there would be no 
Need of Prieſteraft, nor the cunning little 
Methods and Arts that are us'd to undermine, 
to ſupplant, to ruin and deſtroy another, to 
ſink the Reputation of one, and ſet up ano- 
ther. Charity, ſaith the Apoſtle, thinketh no 
Evil, rejozceth not in Iniquity (a), i. e. impu- 
teth not Evil, or thinketh of no Revenge, or 
plotteth no Miſchief in his Heart againſt ano- 
ther, It takes no Pleaſure in ſpeaking Evil, 
or in ſpreading ſcandalous Reports of others, 
but rather grieves when any Evil befalls his 
Brother. Charity 'ſetks its Brother's Good, 
endeavours to ſupport his Credit, and cover 
his Failures ; for Charity ſhall cover the Mul- 
titude of Sin (b), But let a Man's Parts, Abi- 
lities, Profeſſion and Services be what they 
will, yea tho? he fuffer and lay down his ve- 
ry Life for God, yet if Charity be wanting, 
it profits Him nothing (c); and as Detraction 
and Slanier is a Sin againſt the Law of Cha- 
rity ; ſo it is 4gainft thy Brother, and it is 
much more ſo when him whom thou re- 
proacheſt is a Miniſter of the Goſpel : Such 
(ſuffer threcways'-*7 if | 
Firſt, They ſuffer in their Names, and in 
nothing here below can a Man be more ſenſi- 
bly touch'd. Reproachful Words are Wounds, 
and ſuch as no Phyſician can heal, and there- 
fore the more afflicting. He that deprives a 


— 


5 (a) 1 Cor. xiii. 55 6. (9 1 Bet, iv. 8, Prov. x. 12. 
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Man of his good Name is guilty of one of the 


worſt of Robberies, becauſe it is a Damage hard- 


ly to be repair d, and what is to a Man dearer 


than Life. ' If thou robbeſt him of his Friends, 


or his Eſtate, yet theſe are Loſſes that may 
- be recover'd again, but when a Man's Repu- 


tation's loſt, tis hardly, if ever, reſtor'd a- 
gain. Therefore (faith Poole) the Slanderer 
is more Criminal than he that dyeth by the 
Hands of juſtice, for taking away another 


Man's Goods. Thou robbeſt him (ſaith he) 


of that which thou art not able to give him, 
thou robbeſt him of the moſt laſting Good 
which he hath, and that which alone will 
abide after Death, ſo that thy Cruelty extends 
beyond the Grave, and tends to this, to make 
his Name rot above ground while his Body 
rots in it. This is certainly a great Injury, 
* for as (one faith) if the Evil which we ſay 
of them be not true, it is an Injury beyond 
'* Imagination, and beyond all poſſible Repa- 
ration. And tho' we ſhould do our utmoſt 
Endeavour afterwards towards their Vindi- 
cation, yet that makes but very little amends, 
'* becauſe their Vindication ſeldom reaches fo 


“ far as their Reproach, and becauſe com- 
-* monly Men are neither fo forward to ſpread 
the Vindication, nor is it ſo eaſily receiv'd 


after ill Impreſſions: are once made. And 
put the-Caſe at the beſt, that the Matter 
of Slinder is true, yet no Man's Reputati- 
on is conſiderably ſt Aan d tho? never ſo de- 
* ſervedly, without great Harm and Damage 

7 5 1 
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to him. "And it is great Odds but the Mat- 
© ter by paſling thro* ſeveral hands is aggrava- 
* ted beyond Truth, every one out of his 
Bounty being apt to add ſomething to it (a). 
and this not only affects a Man for the 
preſent, but entails a Blot and an Odium up- 
on his Poſterity afterwards, 5 

- Secondly, By DetraQion, a Miniſter ſuffers 
in his Temporal Eſtate or Worldly Concerns, 
Strip a Man of his good Name, and it is the 
ready way to ſend him and his Family a beg- 
ging. Do but once weaken the Affections of 
his People by deſtroying his Reputation, and 
he's preſently expos'd to 4 poor and miſerable 
Life, beſides a numerous Train of Temptati- 
ons attending it. Can we make a Jeſt of ſo 
ſerious a Matter (faith Dr. Tillotſon) of an 
Injury ſo very hard to be repented of as it 
ought, becauſe in ſuch a Caſe no Repentance 
will be acceptable without Reſtitution, if it 
be in our Power, and perhaps it will undo 
us in this World to make it, and if we do 
it not, it will be our Ruin in the other, 
Thirdly, By this a Miniſter ſuffers in his 
Office ; he is like to do little or no Good, If 
once he hath loſt his Reputation, all his En- 
deavours are deſpis'd and diſregarded, There. 
fore (as Poole faith) their Fame is moſt ne- 
ceſſary for their Uſefulneſs in the Word, And 
when a Man defames a Miniſter, beſides that 
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(a) Dr, Tillotſon on Euik-Speaking. 


In- 


ends Dom. r .- lÞD1 os 3 


G WW re v- 


r i. toda Ae. want a... io. ae... 6. Ao 


. 


Party Revenge. 31 
Injury which is common to other Men, he 
doth this particular Miſchief, he endeavours 
to rob the World of all the Good which ſuch 
a Perſon may do in it. Such are in Confe- 
deracy with the Devil, to put a Stop, if pol- 
fible, to the Work of the Kingdom. The 
Goſpels the only thing he hates, and there- 
fore he is the moſt indefatigable to hinder ita 
Progreſs, and in nothing more you can ob- 
lige that vile Spirit than to fall in with his 
Meaſures, and carry on his black Deſign. O 
how like a Thunder-bolt will this fall upon 
thy Head one Day, when the Blood of thoſe 
Souls ſhall be charg'd upon thee, who might 
have been convinc'd and converted, but were 
hinder'd by thy Means; or that thou haſt 
been the unhappy Inſtrument to dry up the 
Tears, and ſtifle the Convictions, and promi- 
ſing Inclinations of any, by reproaching the 
Miniſters of Chriſt, This is the higheſt Ad 
of Cruelty, that Men can poſſibly be guilty 
of when they are reſolv'd upon a Game, tho? 
to the Coſt of another Man's Soul, 

Now, who are they who are the principal 
Agg reſſors in this dirty Work? They are not 
fo much the profeſs'd Enemies to Religion, or 
the vile Debauchees of the Age: They are 
not the black Tribe that openly declare them- 
ſelves for Hell: If it were only theſe, we 
ſhould not ſo much Wonder; for we expect 
nothing more from em: No, no; the Diſeaſe 
(as one ſaith) doth not reſt here, the Plague 
is among our ſelyes; they are Profeſſors, 2 

o: 
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Mother's Children who have waged War, and 
drawn the Sword, and their Wounds are 
deepeſt. Theſe are my Reproachers, theſe are 
they who have added Affliction to the Afflict- 
ed, and none but the Searcher of Hearts knows 
the cruel Strokes that I have inceſſantly 
groan'd under for near theſe 15 Years. Nor 
am I unſenfible of the Predominency of Di- 
vine Providence: Theſe are but Inſtruments ; 
there is a ſecret Hand that ſets all at Work, 
The Lord is the chief Agent, and Mover in 
all Actions, and hath the greateſt Hand in 
all my Afflictions, for nothing falls out by 
uncertain Contingencies, but according to the 
good Pleaſure of God; and as it is the Lord, 
ſo his Judgments are juſt, tho* Men are full 
of Cruelty, and deſign nothing more than the 
Satisfaction of their Luſts, yet righteous is 
the Lord, and righteous are his Judgments, I 
know that the Judgments of the Lord are 
right, and that in Faithfulneſs be hath afflict- 
ed me; and tho' I have drank deep of the 
Cup, yet I cannot but ſet my Seal to this, 
that there is no Injuſtice, Cruelty nor Extre- 
mity in all that God doth, for he hath pu- 
niſh'd me leſs than my Iniquities deſerve; nor 
indeed can tell how to call em Puniſhments, 
fince the Rod was what I cou'd not have done 
without. And if it be the. Pleaſure of the 
Lord to correct and try me further, yet if 
while he chaſtens, he will but teach me out 
of his Law; if I may but be under the con- 
tinual Influences of the Divine Spirit, and 11 
„Ul ; 2 
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he will but ſay, Tour Iniquities are pardon'd; 
if he'll not only kill the Fleſh, but the Affe- 
Rions and Luſts; if he teaches me to dye to 
my own Intereſt and all that's dear to me in 
this Life, to, live to and long for Chriſt more 
than ever ; if he will but make this proud hard 
aud froward Heart of mine more humble, more 
ſpiritual; and more eaſy ; if he will help me to 
live upon his Fulneſs, and never let go his 
hand, or truſt me any more alone ; if he will 
but be my God, and give me an inward Feel- 
ing of his Love, and at laſt receive me into 
his Kingdom and Glory, then here am |, let 
him do to me, as ſeemeth good to him. 
Let God do what he will with this Fleſh, as 
long as the Jewel is but ſafe. I defiic to 
ſubmit and not quarrel with his Providence; 
for he's too wiſe to be inſiruted, too power- 
= to be reſiſted, and too good to be miſtruſt- 
ed. 

Let none think by this Complaint, that I 
deſign to irritate or provoke any angry Spirit, 
or to avenge my ſelf on my avow d Fnemes, 
God forbid : I defire to love, forgive and 
pray ſor thoſe that hate and diſpitefully uſe 
me; my Intent (I fay) is not ſo to do, but 
rather to Eaſe my own Spirit a little, put to 
lence Gain-ſayers ;and if it may be, to move 
the Pity of good Men, to whoſe Conſideration 
(and with which I hall conclude) I further 
refer to my printed Caſe, in which I addreis'd 
my ſelf to a certain Gentleman in theſe 


Words, 
E Lou 
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© You were pleas'd totell me that you have had 
the Advantage of being acquainted with the 
many ſecret Whiſperings of this Age, among 
which ſome Old Stories were trumpt up a- 


gainſt me, and that the Emiſſarics employ'd to 


blacken my Character, have, (to my irreparable 
Damage) by their Artifice and Cunning, not 
only obtain'd Credit among many, but have 
alſo prevail'd with ſome honeſt and well-mean- 
ing People to conceal! the Authors of their au- 
acc untable Wickedneſs and Inhumanity, 

© I am very well appriz'd of that violent Spirit 
that reigns awong the Profeſſors of this Age, 
who deliver themſclves in ſuch poſitive Terms, 
and with ſuch unſeaſonable Warmth, that it 
even becomes ſcandalous in the Eyes of the 
oppoſite Party. I mult needs own it my Un- 
happineſs to be ſuſpected, and it is much more ſo 
when many who are ſo forward to ſpread their 
Slander:, are fo unjuſt, as that they will not be 
at the Pains to tiy the Cauſe. Neceſſity there- 
fore obliges me to ſay ſomething by way of 
Defence, ſince that Man muſt, (in the Opinion 
of all) be, reduc'd to the meaneſt Circumſtance, 
who is aſraid to do himſelf Juſtice. 

© And therefore, give me leave to fay, that 
what theſe Men aſſert is either falſe or true; if 
falſe, then their Account will be dreadful in the 
great Dry, for God will reckon for Names as 
well as Blood, and ſuch ſhall aſſuredly be cut off, 
as the Fornicator, Idolater, Adulterer, &c. If true, 
why then do they not face me and prove it? 
For unleſs a Crime be prov'd, it is no Crime 
in the Eye of the Law, and every Man is a juft 
Man, till he is Legally convicted of being other- 
wile. Slander makes no Man a Criminal, for 
if it be enough to be accus'd, who ſhall be found 
innocent? If therefore the Caſs be clear, let no 
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Man be afraid in naked and open iT:rms to charge 
me; for it is beneath the Spirit of a Man and 
a Chriſtian ſneakingly and behind one's Back to 
talk with Hints and Inzuendves. 

© If Matters are doubſul, then as Chriſtians we 
ought to ſuſpend our Cenſures, for Charity is ſo 
far from evil Surmiſings, that it believes and hopes 
the beſt. It will not believe ill of others without 
good Grounds, and hopes well as long as there 
is any ; much leſs dare ſuch report things at 
Random, to the Prejudice of thejr Neighbours, 
Without p1y/irive and undeniable Proof, we are not 
to find any Man guilty, altho' we have heard it 
from many. The Word ought to be a ſtanding 
Rule to all ſuch Judges in their paſſing Sentence, 
which ſaith, If it be told thee, and thuu baſt heard of 
it, and enquired diligently, and beh:ld it be true and 
the thing certain, that ſuch an Abomination is wrought 
in Iſrael, (a) then indeed pronounce the Sen- 
tence. It is not enough that Things be reported, 
and that we have heard it; it muſt be true and 
certain without Diſpute, or the Man's not guil- 
ty ; but inſtead of this, do they not wait for 
every Advantage, and catch at every Shadow of 
4 Fault? doth nor every wandering Hear ſay, or 
yulgar Rumour ſerve with ſuch as a Ground for 
the moſt ſevere and irrevocable Sentenc. 

But be indeed that I have err d! (as in the Days 
of my Vanity I have, yea and ſince I am conſci- 
ous to my ſelf of many falſe Steps, for which the 
Lord knows I am afhamed even to Confuſion, tho' 
no Man can legally charge my Converſation) 
or were I as black as ſome have the moſt inde- 


* fatigably endeavour'd to repreſent me, yer ſuch 
* Warmth as this is, proceeds more from L- Hill 
* to my Perſon, than from any Principle of Ha- 


(a) Deut, xvii, 4. 
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tred to Sin ; theſe rather ſeem to watch for 
my Failings, not with a Brotherly Compaſſion 
to ſpread a Vail over, but to expoſe in their 
higheſt Aggravarion; theſe ſtick not to open the 
Wound to the utmoſt, but then the Oy! and Wine 
is wanting, they have no Deſign to heal, but to 
render jt the more incurable. 1 

Am I faulty ? why then do they not as Chri- 
ſtians, endeavour my Recovery, in uſing all the 
Gentleneſs that the Caſe will admit of from a 
duc tenſe of common human Frailty ; conſidering 
thy ſelf, left thou alſo be tempted, ſaith the Apofile: 
Whar s there no Way left but ſtripping off the 
Skin, or knncking out a Man's Brains, and making 
an End of him at once? or is the Deſtruction 
of the whole Man the Way to reftore the Soul? 
Is this the Law of Chriſt? The Word faith, Thou 
ſhalt not hate thy Brother in thine Heart, thu ſhalt 
in any wiſe rebuke thy Neighbour, and not ſuffer Sin 
upon him (a), Tho' to rebuke be a Duty, yet 
Heart- Murder is forbidden; Rebuke muſt not be 
given in Hatred or Wrath, but in Love, and 
when tis lovingly tender'd, it ought to be as 
kindly entertain'd; if there be a Diſlocation, 
ſuch a Caſe requiresa tender Hand, as the Apo- 
ſtle faith, If 4 Man be overtaken in a Fault, 3e 
which are ſpiritual reſtore ſuch à one in the Spirit 
of Meekneſs, (b), i. e. (as the Original hath it) ſee 
him in joynt again; the Phraſe is borrow'd from 
Chirurgeons, who having to do with a difloca- 
ted Joynt, will handle the ſame with very great 
Tenderneſs. Now ſuppoſing me faulty, hath 
any skilful Hand done thus by me? No not any; 


but inſtead of ſetting me in Joynt again, they 


have rather broken all my Bones. Is this Religion? 
Is this the Spirit of Chriſt, thus to drive me out 


— — 


(a) Lev, Xix. 17. (5) Gal. vi. 1. 
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© from the Inheritance of the Lord, ſaying, Gy 
t ſerve other Gods (a), and indeed had I nor taſted 


the Sweetneſs ; and felt ſomewhat of the Power of 


© Religion, I ſhould (under their worſe than Pa- 
© 9an Uſage) have thought that there was no ſuch 
© Thing as true Religion in the World, Lord ! 


© what ſubtle Inſinuations, what bitter Reflections, 


what Implacableneſs of Spirit have I found co- 
ver'd over with the Mask of Religion fo that in 
my Haſt I have been under the Temptation to 
ſay, all Men were Lyars, yet nevertbeleſt the 
Foundation of God ſtandeth ſure, havinſt this Seal, 
the Lord knoweth them that are bis. However, 
give me Leave to ſay, that whatſoever my Mi- 
ſtakes have formely been, and which are per- 
haps as much mugnify'd and mifrepreſented by 
the Artifice and Cunning of ſome deſigning 
Men, as moft in the World; and tho when I 
ſpeak to God, (before whom no Fleſh living ſhall 
be juſtify d) I muſt cover my Face and lye down 
aſham'd and confounded| under a ſenſe of m 
own Vileneſs; yet when Iturn my ſelf to theſe 
mine Enemies I am made able by the Grace 
of God to give them a Univerſal Chall:nge to 
bring in if they can any LEGAL CHARGE a- 
gainft my Life and Converſation. 

© IT ſhall not therefore ſurther trouble my ſelf 
about thoſe Carnal Deſigns that are carried on 
by ſome with the greateft Pretence of Religion 
and Zeal for God's Glory, nor with the negle- 
Red Beam in the officious Eye of any who will 
not let the leaft Morte in their Brother's eſcape. It 
is now my Work to make the beft Improvement 
of this Diſpenſation: I wou'd Eye the Providence 
© of God; theſe are but Inſtruments ;here's a 
Divine Hand that ſets all at Work, If mine 
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Enemies revile, perhaps the Lord hath bid them, 
© and it may be, that God will look upon my 
© Aﬀicttion, and requite me Good for all their 
Evil. Theſe are the Rod of his Anger, which 
£ I not only hear but feel, and under which, by 
* the Help of Diyine Grace, I will lie down in 
* the Duſt, until God have Pity on me; 1 
© will bear the Indignation of the Lord, becauſe 1 have 
© ſinned againſt him, until he plead my Cauſe, and 
© execute Fudgment for me, be will bring me forth to 
© the Light, and I ſhall behold his Righteouſneſs (a). 
© I defire to look beyond Inſtruments, to the Juft 
© and Righteous Hand of my God. If he hath 
£ remoy'd Mercies, tis what I have forfeited ; if 
© he hath laid on Affliction, tis what I have 
© ſerv'd; the End and Defign of all which, I 
© truſt, is the Advancement of his Grace in the 
© Salvation of the chiefeſt of Sinners; and tho 
* mine Enemies, in the Execution of God's Purpoſe 
* for mine Iniquities, have wrecked all their own 
* Cruelty upon me, yet I truſt he will over-rule 
© their Malice for my Good, and that the Iſfue 
© ſhall only be to Purge and take away my Sin. 
And yet, tho' this ſhall be the bleſſed Iſſue to 
© all all the Objects of eternal Grace, yet doth it 
© not excuſe the Bacbarities of a mercileſs Gene- 
© ration, who always belp forward the Affiiftion. If 
God be but a little diſpleas'd, (a) theſe add their 
Rage, and the Exceſſes of their Cruelty there- 
© to, not contenting themſelves within the Limits 
© of his Revealed Will, tho' they can never go 
© beyond his ſecret Permiſſion, for God hath his 
© Bridle in their Jaws. It is not therefore ſo 
© much what they do, as with what cruel Mind, 
and to what deſtructive Ends they do it, I was 
© wroth with my People, I have polluted mine Inheri+ 


| (a) Micha vii, 9, (b) Zech, i. 15. 
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tance, and given them into thine Hand; thou didi 
ſhew them no Mercy (4). Inſtead of compaſſionating 
* the Miſery of God's People, they do exceeding- 
© ly aggravate it by their extream, hard and cruel 
* Uſage ; For oy perſecute him whom thos haſt ſmit- 

k 


© ten, and they talk to the Grief of thoſe whom thou haſ 
© wounded (b) ; every Fool hath a Bolt to ſhoot at the 
Afflicted, and every Paſſenger will pull a Branch 
© from that Tree that's fell'd ; but tis no ſmall 
© Cruelty thus to compoſe Comedies out of ſuch 
* deep Tragedies, and draw Blood from that Back 
* which is already made blue by the Hand of the 
© Almighty. " 
Ho well would it be for ſuch to conſider, that 
© Providence can ſoon turn the Scale, and they 
© themſelves may be brought into the lie Circum- 
© fances with my ſelf ; We don't know who {hall 
© drink of this Cup next, and therefore, fince we 
© are all equally embark'd on the ſame tempeſtuous 
© Sea of this World, fteering our Courſe to the ſame 
© Haven of everlaſting Ref. and have one common 
© Enemy, who by all che Variccies of Arts and 
© Stratagems, abours to fink us by a General Sbip- 
© wreck, into tne great Abs of Perdition, how 
© careful ſhuuid we be not: to aggravate the Dan- 
© ger of the Voyage, v fomenting ſuch private Ani- 
* moſities, as may lake us uninidiul of the many 
© Rocks we bave to paſs? How ready to encourage 
© and ſupoort each each other, eſpecially as we 
© advance nearer to the End of our Hopes? How 
© defirovs to maintain (ch enobling Principles of 
© Love, Peace, and Harmony as ſhall be common 
© to all that reach thai [wrt Air of the upper Regions ? 
© Surely no hing would gore contribute to a ſettled 
Tranquility in boch (_hurch and State, which the 
Duty as well as the Intepſt of every Chriſtian 
© obliges him to wiſh for. | 
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(a) Ja. xlvii. 6. (c) Pſal. ix. 26, 
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